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Five senior athletes will take their talents to the next level to continue their
athletic careers
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Choosing a career and college
is stressful all by itself, but add the
stress of playing a collegiate sport
to the mix and the choice becomes
more stressful.

With recruiting processes be-
coming more digital, potential
college athletes have to learn
how to navigate the complex and
competitive waters. Sometimes
those waters take athletes to des-
tinations close to home, but other
times, athletes travel great dis-
tances to find the perfect fit.

Seniors like Jon Hunnacutt and
Ashley Babcock are staying close
to home to learn and to compete.
Babcock will be attending Fort
Hays State to compete for their
track team, while Hunnacutt will
be playing football for the Tigers.

“For recruiting, most of the
schools reached out to me, but I
did; however, reach out to one.
The schools mainly learned about
me on social media and through
camps. My parents really helped
me in this recruiting process,
but it was still a tough process.
Some of the things that were the
most challenging were finding the
schools that offered you every-

thing that you wanted and asked
for, but it was also really stress-
ful waiting to hear back from the
schools and coaches. I ended up
choosing Fort Hays State because
they offered me reassurance that
the other schools couldn’t: that I
could compete in track and field
while studying to be a nurse,”
Babcock said.

While some students are stay-
ing close to home some are trav-
eling to neighboring states just
like Treylan Gross who is going
to William Jewell college to play
football in Liberty, Missouri.
Alexi Beach will be attending
Northwestern Oklahoma State in
Alva, Oklahoma, to play volley-
ball.

“The coaches mostly contacted
me, but I did email a few coach-
es that I was interested in playing
for. I had a profile on a website
that had my film and stats from
my high school career. I mainly
reached out to the schools through
emails, texts and calls. My par-
ents helped me in this process,
but it was still a really tough de-
ciding where I wanted to go and
picking a college that met my
requirements athletically and aca-
demically. The things that I really
liked about this school was that it

is smaller, has a good science de-
partment, the coach that I want to
play for now coaches here and it
was affordable,” Beach said.

One student will be traveling
outside of neighboring states to
continue his education and ath-
letic career: Trey Sides will be
traveling to Jacksonville, Florida,
to play college basketball for a di-
vision one team.

“During the summer I was for-
tunate enough to get to play on
Western Kansas Elite AAU bas-
ketball team. In the early sum-
mer, I contacted the schools that
I wanted to play for, and a lot of
them got back to me. The coaches
watched a lot of games and kept
in touch with me throughout the
summer. Playing well had gotten
me a lot of publicity and some ar-
ticles about me helped to get my
name out. To get in touch with the
schools, I looked up the coaches’
emails on the Internet and emailed
them saying that I was interested
in playing for them, I gave them
my ACT score, phone number,
AAU coach’s phone number and
attached my Hudl highlight film
from my junior season. It was a
very stressful process of being
recruited because you want to
go play where you are wanted,

and its very difficult to figure out
which teams meet your criteria.
My AAU coach (Kenny Eddy)
was a big reason for helping me
get recruited. He sent coaches a
lot about our team and helped
by getting coaches to come to our
games. My parents were also a big
help getting me to the tournaments
and told me to do what I thought
was right. They supported me the
whole time. I ended up choosing
Jacksonville because I thought
that it fit me and my family very
well. Financially everything was
paid for, which helped out a lot.
I also really liked the coaches and
the way that they believed in me
and showed me on my official
visit. The opportunity to play di-
vision one basketball was hard
to pass up for a kid that always
dreamed of playing at the highest
level,” Sides said.

Whether an athlete is being re-
cruited across the state or across
the country, the process is mostly
the same.

Recruiting still brings stress
whether an athlete is going to a
large school or small one. Most
importantly athletes will need
help from people who care to
guide them to make the best deci-
sion possible.



